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EPRESIDENT'S
BSTATEMENT

Distinguished Delegates,
It is with great pleasure and honour
that | welcome you all to yet another
Annual General Meeting marking the
end of year 2018, the second to be
held at this magnificent Football
Hotel. Let me once again use this op-
portunity to thank you all for giving me
and my team a new mandate follow-
ing our landslide victory in the 18th
August 2018 polls. The Elective Con-
gress has been described as the best
organised, most transparent and fair
ever in the history of Gambian foot-
ball and, this was corroborated by rep-
resentatives of both CAF and FIFA
who attended the elections as
observers.

There is no gainsaying that as one of
the most important activities in the
GFF Calendar, the AGM is a consti-
tutional requirement where the
Executive Committee present a
Report on the activities of the
Federation during the past year, the
Draft Budget for the coming year
and the Audited Financial Report of
the preceding year for the approval
of the General Assembly. | am proud
to state the GFF under my leader-
ship hasn’'t missed a single AGM
since 2014.

As you would agree with me, 2018
has been the most turbulent year,
but yet one of the most successful
for the Federation.

Before going further, let me reassure
Members of my administration’s
continuous commitment in defend-
ing the GFF Constitution in football
management in line with both CAF

and FIFA Statutes and the National
Laws of The Gambia. The GFF under
my leadership continuous to place a
very high priority, and will never
deviate from it, in articulating our
core competency in terms of good
governance and prudent financial
management system. We will also
never relent in forging genuine
partnership  with  stakeholders,
including the Government of The
Gambia and the private sector.

Significant progress has been made
in the consolidation of the remarka-
ble gains made in terms of football
infrastructural development with
the ongoing upgrading of six mini
stadiums within the Greater Banjul
Area and the construction of new
mini stadia in Busumballa, Gunjur,
SereKunda Central and NTTC. The
first phase of the 15,000-seater
capacity Soma Mini Stadium is com-

pleted and plans are underway to
begin the next phase while the
Federation has also secured funding
to develop new grounds in Kwinella,
Farafenni, Bullock, Bansang and
Basse. During the year under review,
there were also significant gains in
grassroots football development,
which once again resulted in the
successful implementation of the
Schools Football Competition and
the Super Nawettan. Several capaci-
ty building programmes were held
during the course of the year which
includes both coaching and referee-
ing courses. The most recent being
the one day training courses for
physical/fitness  instructors and
Goalkeeper Trainers conducted by
professional expatriate trainer from
South Africa and Germany respec-
tively.
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On Women's Football, in addition to
another successful League Season,
we are able to secure the services of
a German born expert, Ms. Monika
Staab for a two-year project for
Women's Football development.
This project which was initiated by
the GFF through the Gambia
National Olympic Committee was
formally signed by our Ministry of
Youth and Sports and the German
Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
The project which has since taken
off will culminate in a series of train-
ing and capacity building activities
for both technicians and administra-
tors in Women'’s Football as well as
public awareness in women’s foot-
ball.

For the first time in the history of
The Gambia, the domestic league
will take the shape of a national
character with Kiang West and
Second Infantry Battalion Football
Clubs of the Lower River and North
Bank Regions respectively, currently
participating in the GFF Second
Division League after winning their
respective regional leagues. During
this season as well, league matches
will be played in Soma, Lower River
Region. The champions of Upper
and Central River Regions will also
qualify for the 2019/20 season in
the second division. The 2018/19
season has also seen the increase of
the first division from 12 to 14
teams and the Second Division from
14 to 16 teams. Plans are at an
advanced stage to launch the first
ever professional league starting in
the 2020/21 season and this will be
opened to all clubs in the first and
second divisions which would meet
the eligibility criteria. A new end of
season competition will also be
introduced in honour of the late
Alhaji Omar Sey for his contribution
to the development of football in
The Gambia and Africa as a whole.
The competition will see the first
eight teams in the First Division
taking part in it.

The Football Hotel has also been
operational for over a year now and
while it is helping in the accommo-
dation of our various National
Teams, thus saving a lot of valuable
resources for the Federation, it has
also started to serve its purpose of
being one of the major sources of
income for the GFF, and this will
gradually reduce our financial
dependency on FIFA, CAF and the

Government. In fact it has been one
of the major reasons why we were
able to honour our National Teams’
commitments in 2018. Funding has
also been secured to construct a
swimming pool at the hotel and it is
our belief that once this is done, the
facility would be able to lodge our
Senior National Team and attract
more guests from the public.
Despite all the obstacles, one of our
biggest strengths is being firm on
our beliefs and this has recently
secured us a first competitive victo-
ry in five years for the Senior
National Team (SNT). The SNT is a
work in progress and with the young
and exciting talents at our disposal,
we can build on the strong founda-
tions laid for future success. The
U-20 Team also won the WAFU
Championship in Liberia while the
Women U-17 and Senior National
Team both came to within a whisker
of securing qualification to the World
and African Cups respectively
before failing at the last hurdle to
more established teams in the shape
of Ghana and Nigeria. The Men’s
U-17 Team also participated in the
WAFU A qualifiers in Senegal but
unfortunately we were forced to
withdraw the Olympics Team from
the competition due to funding
difficulties.

To ensure better efficiency and
productivity, a new organo-gram
has been developed and approved
by the Executive Committee. Among
the highlights of the new orga-
no-gram is the establishment of a
Marketing and Communications
Department now headed by a Direc-
tor with a Marketing Manager and
two Communication Assistants to
be appointed in 2019, and a new
Human Resources and Admin Man-
ager will be recruited in the New
Year. This will consolidate the gains
made in our communication and
open door policy by further bringing
the activities of the Federation to
the doorstep of stakeholders and
the general public. The Department
has launched an in-house Youtube
Television Channel for the GFF.
There will also be wider coverage of
all our competitions beginning this
season. The Communications
Department have also introduced a
semiweekly talk show on our
Youtube channel where they review
and preview the week’s activities of
the GFF, especially the domestic
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league. This has been ongoing now
and it is aired on Mondays and
Thursdays at noon. For the first time
all our international matches and
finals, except where rights are
restricted, have been streamed live.
The positions of Transfer Matching
System (TMS) and IT Manager have
been merged and this will save a lot
of valuable resources for the Feder-
ation and usher in more efficiency.
Recalling the past challenges, and to
ensure better service delivery and
efficiency at the Competitions
Department, a new Director of
Competition will be recruited in the
New Year as well as two Competi-
tion Assistants responsible for Tech-
nical and Administrative matters
respectively.

Following the end of the contract of
the former holder of the National
Team job and his subsequent
appointment as the Technical Direc-
tor of the GFF, a new coach has
been recruited in the person of Mr.
Tom Saintfiet who has vast knowl-
edge in African football manage-
ment on a nine-month contract
through the qualifiers for the 2019
TOTAL Africa Cup of Nations. After
back-to-back draws with Algeria and
Togo and a home defeat to the
latter, he secured his first win in the
qualifiers with an emphatic 3-1
come from behind defeat of Benin in
Banjul last month. This has kept
alive the possibility of our first ever
qualification to the AFCON finals.

| am pleased to announce that the
Government has started to retake
its responsibility by footing the bills
for the last game against Benin.
Notwithstanding, 2018 been an
election year for the GFF, we've
seen the stage where our local foot-
ball politics has reached. There were
various futile schemes deployed by
certain people in positions of
authority and their protégés cooking
up unsubstantiated allegations
against me and members of my
Executive just to avert the election
process because they knew that
they had no chance of winning the
elections.

You would all recall that it was in
this same hall in February this year
when you elected an independent
Electoral Committee and the
Electoral Appeals Committee which
are mandated to organise and super-
vise the election process and take all
decisions relating to elections within



LA (4

the GFF. However, following the
disqualification of five candidates
from the opposing camp and one
from my team for failing the first
ever Eligibility Check, the former
quintet took an internal football
matter to the ordinary courts follow-
ing an unsuccessful appeal at the
GFF Electoral Appeals Committee,
which is a serious violation of Article
65 of the GFF Constitution. They
tried to stop the elections through a
restraining order/injunction from
the High Court on two occasions to
no avail and later judgment was
delivered in our favour. Conse-
quently, following their failure to
withdraw the case until judgment
was pronounced, and sequel to their
earlier suspension from the GFF, the
below listed people have been
expelled from the GFF in accord-

ance with Articles 65.1, 65.2 and
65.3 of the GFF Constitution:
Mr. Kaba Ceesay Mr. Abdoulie Njie
(Star) Mr. Musa K. Jawara Mr. Essa
Jallow Ms. Mariama Jobarteh
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Despite all the obstacles, we've
always maintained that we never
had a problem with Government of
The Gambia or any of its agencies
but rather a few individuals who
think that they've a birth right over
the direction of Gambian football
aided by the erstwhile Minister of
Youth & Sports who never gave us
any chance throughout his tenure in
office. However, following the
appointment of the current Minis-
ter, everyone has seen a new found
relationship between us based on
genuine partnership. In fact, his
intervention during those torrid
moments helped in averting a
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potential serious trouble between
The Gambia and FIFA and all genu-
ine stakeholders, including myself,
are grateful for this.

Let me in conclusion assure the

__________ Va e T T TN e e

Government and the Minister of our
continuous collaboration and
partnership in the development of
football in the country. For you the
stakeholders, | wish to renew our
pledge to continue the path of
development we have chosen in the
past years, which are evidently
yielding positive results now. | have
no doubts that in the very near
future, our football will reach a stage
to the pride of all of us.

| wish you all a very healthy and
successful AGM.

Long Live GFF Long Live Football
Long Live The Gambia. | thank you
all.

Organisational Transformation

2.1 STAFF MATTERS

At the beginning of the

Regular

Management

year, a new General Secre-
tary was appointed with
significant experience in
football administration.

A new Technical Director
was also appointed.
During the year, the GFF
was committed to sound
management and adminis-
trative practices which
clearly promotes separa-
tion of duty between the
elected Executive Mem-
bers and staff of the
Secretariat.

meetings are held, a new
organogram adopted,
establishing the Marketing
& Communications
Department, expansion of
the Competitions Depart-
ment to include a Techni-
cal and Administrative
functions. The position of
Transfer Matching System
(TMS) and iT Manager has
been

merged.

Capacity building remains
one of the most important
components of Football
Development.
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2.2 COMMUNICATIONS

The year under review shows significant engage-
ments by the Marketing and Communications
Department. Notable in its engagements has
been the transformation of the Department. The
GFF revamped its website to make it more user
friendly. Its earlier domain name has been
changed to www.gambiaff.org and this is stream-

lined with a Facebook page and twitter handle to

maximise publicity, promotion and information
sharing on all our platforms to our stakeholders

and the general public.

During the period over review, we
pride ourselves to bringing the
activities of the Federation to the
fore by live streaming the events
from the event area through our
Facebook platform which eventual-
ly is been uploaded on the Youtube
channel. All of our matches, espe-
cially home events are been carried
out online and this has enticed a lot
of following especially from the

diaspora Gambians and the feed-
back has been positive. This has
emboldened our initiative to
strengthen the Department with
more digital equipment as the staff
are working out the possibilities of
coming up with an online Radio and
TV streamer to maximise publicity
and promotion of GFF events.

Our relationship with all media
establishments in the country has

o
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moved from better to best as the
Communications Department has
strengthen its primary role to
cement the Federation's reiation-
ship with the press in many forms.

Beginning Monday 10th December,
2018, the Department has intro-
duced an hourly talk show on our
ever increasingly popular YouTube
Channel and Facebook Page aimed
at reviewing the activities of the
Federation over the previous week
and a look ahead to the upcoming
events of the new week with great
emphasis on the domestic league
and cup competitions in both male
and female categories. The show, is
streamed live from
12:00pm-1:00pm, and is held every
Monday and every Thursdays and
is hosted by Mr. Bakary B. Baldeh,
the GFF’'s Communications Officer.
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3. Youth & Grassoos

Football Development

3.1 Principal’s Cup

The Gambia Football Federation
through the School Football
Association in collaboration with
Guaranty Trust Bank (GTBank)
staged the third edition of the
Principals Cup school football
competition at the Independence
Stadium in May 2018. The com-
petition attracted schools in the
Upper Basic and Senior Second-
ary Schools from all the regions
in the country who played in a
knockout qualifier with the last
eight teams each for boys and
girls qualifying for the final
states of the competition.
Bottrop Senior Secondary School
were crowned champions in the
male category, beating Bakoteh
Senior Secondary School three
3-1 while Gambia Senior Second-
ary School overcame Bottrop 1-0
in the female category.

Our relationship with all media

establishments in the country
has moved from better to best as
the Communications Department
has strengthen its primary role to
cement the Federation’'s relation-
ship with the press in many
forms.

Beginning Monday 10th Decem-
ber, 2018, the Department has
introduced an hourly talk show
on our ever increasingly popular
YouTube Channel and Facebook
Page aimed at reviewing the
activities of the Federation over
the previous week and a look
ahead to the upcoming events of
the new week with great empha-
sis on the domestic league and
cup competitions in both male
and female categories. The show,
is streamed live from
12:00pm-1:00pm, and is held
every Monday and every Thurs-
days and is hosted by Mr. Bakary
B. Baldeh, the GFF’'s Communica-
tions Officer.

<




3.2 Super Nawettan

The 2018 Super Nawettan competi-

Executive Committee in ensuring
that the competition takes a nation-
al character, the Super Nawettan
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and Kiang United (JAKU), making it
16 teams. Serrekunda East defeated
Brikama in a post-match penalty

tion witnessed the increment of
teams as part of the decentralisa-
tion of the competition. In a bid to
expand grassroots football and
strengthening the vision of the GFF

3.3 Grassroots Coach Education -
ImW |

Committee for the year under
reviewed increased three Nawettan
centres to the competition with the
inclusion of Sanyang; Farato-Bu-
sumbala-Yundum (FABY) and Jarra

shoot-out following a 1-1 draw in
regulation time. Banjul lost 2-0 to
Manjai in the third and fourth place
playoff.

D-Licence

A three-day ‘D’ Licence coaching
course was organised by the Tech-
nical Department in collaboration
with The Gambia Football Coaches
Association at the Football Hotel in
Yundum from the 8th - 10th May
2018. The course brought together
twenty-six (26) coach participants
in which twenty-three were Gambi-
ans and three South Koreans from
the first, second and third division
leagues in addition to other coaches
from football academies within the
Greater Banjul Area. All the coaches
that attended the programme were
registered members of their respec-
tive regional coaches association.
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4.1 National First Division League
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team. Players were selected and
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2-1 with both goals scored by

(Women) the team started their preparation Adama Tamba. The Women Scorpi-
The women ~first and second for a series of test matches before ons prevailed on the post-match
division leagues were keenly the competition. penalty shootout.

contested and_completed success-
fully. Red Scorpions won the first
division. Interior emerged as the
runner up. Interior denied Red
Scorpions from winning the double
after edging out the league winners
on post-match penalty shootouts in
the FF Cup finals.

4.2 National Second Division
League (Women)
In the second division, City Girls
emerged champions and gained
promotion to the first division. The
second division is now increased

from six to eight teams accommo-
dating Greater Tomorrow and
Raptim FC; the WCR and KM third
division champions respectively.

4.3 NATIONAL WOMEN'’S TEAM

The National Women'’s team was
registered for the AFCON qualifiers
to further strengthen the women
game. Coach Mariama Bom Sowe
was appointed as head coach of the

BISSAU 1 - 4 GAMBIA
The Women's Scorpions was invit-
ed for a friendly by Guinea Bissau
for what would be a return match
of the game played at the Inde-
pendence Stadium. The Gambia
annihilated their hosts 4-1 in.

MOROCCO 2 - 1 GAMBIA
Fresh from crushing Bissau, the
Women's Scorpions continued
their preparations to face Burkina
Faso in the first leg of the qualifiers.
The Federation through their MoU
with the Moroccan FA airlifted
the team for a training camp in
Morocco before proceeding to
Burkina Faso for the first leg
- match. We lost 2-1 in a friendly.

BURKINA FASO 2 -1 GAMBIA

in Ouagadougou to play in their
maiden appearance at senior
level in the AFCON qualifiers. It
was the Gambia that took the
lead courtesy of an Adama Tamba
goal before the host rallied back
in the second half to turn the
match on its head. The Gambia
ensded the game with nine women.

GAMBIA 2 - 1 BURKINA FASO
With the spirited display in the
away leg, the team returned home
with high hopes in preparation to
eliminate their opponents and
advance to the next stage of the
competition. It was exactly what
happened as they defeated Burkina

GAMBIA 1 - 2 MALI

0 - 2 MALI
Eliminating Burkina Faso means
Gambia now faces Africa’s big gun,
Nigeria to fight for a place in the
tournament proper. The Gambia
then took on highly rated Mali at
home in what would be a test to
prepare for the Nigeria game. It
was the Malians who won on both
matches winning 2-1 and 2-0.

& GAMBIA

GAMBIA O - 1 NIGERIA
The Gambia hosted Nigeria in the
first leg and the visitors with
Africa’s multiple times player of the
year Assisat in their squad were
given a night to remember as the
Gambian proved a tough knot to
crack and losing only 1-0 to the
surprise of many Their perfor-

team was tipped to be a force to be
reckoned with in the future.

NIGERIA 6 - 0 GAMBIA
After the impressive performance
against the Nigerians in The
Gambia, the national Women's
Scorpions were mobbed by their
host six goals to nil in the away leg.
The 7-0 aggregate win ensured
Nigeria's qualification to the tour-
nament.

As a result of our performance in
the qualifiers, we were included in
the world rankings for the first
time. We were ranked 135.




4.4 WOMEN'S U-17 TEAM:

GAMBIA ADVANCED 6-0 ON

AGGREGATE
The Gambia National U-17 Wom-
en’s team was registered to take
part in the AFCON qualifiers with
coach Abdoulie Bojang appointed
on an interim basis to take charge
of the team. The Gambia was
paired with Sierra Leone in the
preliminary rounds and we won 3-0
in Freetown. The Sierra Leoneans
failed to show up for the return leg
and we were awarded a 3-0 win in
default to advance 6-O on aggre-
gate.

GAMBIA 1 - 5 GHANA
After that convincing away win in

| Stadium.

Sierra Leone, the team faced the
herculean task of meeting Ghana
in the next stage. The Ghanaians
with their experience triumphed

GHANA 2 - 0 GAMBIA
Coach Abdoulie Bojang and his
team were able to learn from the
lessons in the home game by
putting up a brilliant performance in
Ghana to reduce the scoreline by
conceding two late goals thus lost
the game but with heads held high

up.

4.5 Women Football
Outreach Programme
The women Football coor-
dinator together with the
women football ambassa- b
dors conducted an
outreach programme for
the promotion of women
football in the West Coast
Region in collaboration
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with the West Coast Regional Foot-
ball Association. 70 girls drawn
from lower and upper basic schools
participated and were introduced
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ty of the game.

Programme Objectives is aimed to:
e Enhance Women Football Devel-
opment in the country

e Create awareness and promote the
Women game

e To encourage promising young girls
to play and remain in football

e To identify and Nurture young
promising talented female players

5. National Football Development

5.1 GFF DOMESTIC
COMPETITIONS

National First Division League
(Men)
The domestic league competition
for men started with the annual
Super Cup as the traditional
curtain raiser and as usual was
played between the league and
cup champions GAF FC and
Hawks respectively at the Inde-
pendence Stadium in Bakau, with

the latter emerging victorious.
The Season was successfully com-
pleted with Gamtel/Gamcel FC
crowned champions and GAF FC
clinched the FF Cup after beating

Brikama United with the narrow-
est of margins in a seven goal
thriller.

National Second Division League
(Men)
In the second division, Samger
Football Club won the competi-
tion and Wallidan FC finished
second. The conclusion of the
2017/18 leagues witnessed the
increment of teams in both the
first and second divisions as
agreed during the team manage-
ment (preseason) meeting. The
first division is now increased to
fourteen (14) teams. Four teams
were promoted from the second

Two while

division and they are: Samger,
Wallidan, BK Milan and PSV
Wellingara while Steve Biko and
Bombada dropped down to the
16-team second division. The
champions of Banjul, Kanifing
Municipality, West Coast Regions
promoted to the second division
and for the first time two teams
from the provincial Gambia; 2nd
Infantry Battalion from the North
Bank Region and Kiang West of
the Lower River Region gained
promotion to League Division
KM based team
Serrekunda United dropped to the
third division.
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5.2 INTERNATIONAL ENGAGEMENTS

MEN’S SENIOR NATIONAL TEAM

GAMBIA 1- 1 ALGERIA
Following the appoint of Tom Saintfiet as the
Head Coach, the Belgian began his tenure with a
1-1 draw with Algeria in Bakau's Independence
Stadium and the Stadium was filled to the brim.
This will mark the beginning of something unusu-
al for Gambian football, the knack to come from
behind by turning defeat situations into either
wins or draws.

TOGO 1 - 1 GAMBIA

In the next game in Lome against Togo, the Scor-
pions scored an early goal and were smelling a
vital away win that would’'ve boosted our chanc-
es of securing a place in the 2019 AFCON in
Cameroon but a free-kick with just four minutes
remaining broke Gambian hearts and ensured
parity for the remainder of the match.

GAMBIA 0 - 1 TOGO
The two sides squared off in Banjul few days later
for the return leg and if not for their profligacy in
front of goal, all three points would’'ve stayed at
home but a last minute goal condemned us to
defeat in front of the home faithful.

GAMBIA 3 - 1 BENIN

The Scorpions regrouped a month later in Banjul
and on the 17th November, 2018, history was
made when the team registered its first competi-
tive win in five years. Despite dominating for the
whole of the first half, the Scorpions went behind
in the first half. Tom Saintfiet's charges
regrouped in the second half and exhibited what
many described as footballing excellence by
scoring three unanswered goals inspired by two
substitutions that would remained on the lips of
most spectators for the longest time.

In what many described as one of the greatest
comebacks in Gambian football, Lamin Jallow
ensured parity just past the hour mark with a
deflected effort. Babucarr Jobe gave Gambia the
lead for the first time in the match with a fierce
low drive effort before Ablie Jallow made sure of
the three points with the simplest of finishes
when Jobe’s effort ricochet off the post in the
dying seconds. This has rekindled our hopes of
qualifying and depending on the outcome of the
protest we lodged against Togo, a 1-1 draw in
Algeria could see us through on the number of
goals scored.
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5.3 U23 National Team : ¥

The U-20 team later started its preparation with a 2-1
defeat of Benin at the Independence Stadium. The
team was unable to advance to the next stage as they
lost 2-0 in the away leg.

5.5 U-17 National Team

The National U-23 team headed by Coach Omar K.
Sise hosted their Moroccan equivalents in two test
matches earlier in the year. Following a goalless stale-
mate in the first match, Atalanta forward Musa Barrow
scored the all-important goal as the team secured a
confidence boosting 1-0 win in the second encounter.

5.4 U20 National Team

Abdoulie Bojang is appointed on a two-year contract
as the U-17 Coach. He and his team took part in the
WAFU A U-17 competition held in Senegal which also
served as the qualifiers for the AFCON U-17 champi-
onship in Tanzania 2019. The team was paired with
Mali and Liberia in Group C but Liberia withdrew leav-
ing only two teams in the group to play a knockout
game with the winner qualifying to the semifinals. The
Gambia lost 2-0 to Mali and were eliminated.

5.6 CAF CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP
League champions GAF and FF Cup Winners Hawks
were the Gambia’'s representatives in the CAF Champi-
ons League and Confederations Cup respectively. The
Soldiers were paired with Zanaco of Zambia who
triumphed 6-1 on aggregate. Hawks produced a
remarkable performance in Nigeria beating Akwa
United 2-1 but failed to advance to the next stage

when they lost 2-0 in the reverse fixture in Banjul.

WAFU CHAMPIONSHIP 5.7 TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT
The National U20 team took part in the WAFU U-20
tournament held in Liberia in April. The team, headed
by Coach Mattar M’'Boge was drawn in Group B com-
prising of Senegal, Mali and Guinea. The Gambia
played a 1-1 draw with Guinea, followed by a goalless
stalemate with neighbours Senegal before beating Mali
1-0 to qualify for the semifinals. lvory Coast was the
next victim in the last four with a 6-5 post-match
penalty win. The Young Scorpions defeated the hosts
2-1in the finals to win the WAFU Cup for the first time
ever.
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A day’s workshop was convened by the GFF Technical
Department to introduce the new GFF Technical
Director. This was in conjunction with the GFF Region-
al Coaches held at the Football Hotel in Yundum. The
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within the respective Regional Football Associations to
also review the Regional Coach Educators handbook
and reintroduce the GFF School and grassroots foot-
ball document. The day’s event was also used to start
the implementation of a three-month pilot programme
on grassroots and youth development based on the
GFF grassroots and youth football handbook. The
training followed the presentation of training materials
for use by the coach educators in their activities.

As a practical activity, a session was organised to intro-
duce some technical drills suitable for youth training to
the coaches. Some female players from the women
league were brought in to train and demonstrate while
the coaches observed and took note.

COURSE OBJECTIVE

The course was geared towards building the capacity
of coaches in teaching them introductory coaching and
formally kick starting their careers. The programme
was also meant to strengthen grassroots and youth
football development as the majority of the coaches
mainly deals with young players. It is also used to
prepare coaches for CAF Licence programme.

5.8 REFEREES EDUCATION
During the period under review, the Referees Manager
went on statutory retirement and a new holder of the
position of appointed beginning April 1, 2018. Howev-
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er, there was an acting Referees Manager from 1st
January 2018 to 31st March 2018.

A new Refereeing Seminar was convened by CAF and
attended by Gambian Referee Fatou Ngum in Cairo. An
Clite Referees Course also took place in Kigali, Rwanda
and the Gambia as active participants were also repre-
sented by Assistant Referee Sulayman Sosseh from the
5th to 11th August, 2018.

Two other Gambian Referees Omar Sallah and Assis-
tant Referee Abdul Aziz Bolel Jawo were appointed by
the West Africa Football Union ( WAFU ) Zones A and
B as designate Referee and Assistant Referee to the
WAFU Tournaments in Senegal and Niger.

Gambian Referee Bakary Papa Gassama was also
selected by FIFA one of the two CAF referees for the
FIFA World Cup Russia 2018. As such, the GFF and the
Gambia Football Referees Association & Committee
threw a cocktail dinner for Gambia’s best and Africa’s
finest referee held at the Football Hotel in Yundum.
The three times CAF Referee of the Year Award
winner later flew to the summer football tournament in
Russia where he officiated one game. It was his second
consecutive World Cup appearance following his
experience in Brazil four years earlier.

The dark side of the year under review has been the
suspension and eventual ten year life ban imposed on
referee Ebrima Jallow from all football activities by
CAF for his involvement in the bribery scandal exposed
by a Ghanaian undercover journalist Anas Ayeremang
Anas at the WAFU tournament held in Ghana 2017.
The GFF recused Mr. Jallow from all football matters
pending the outcome of CAF's investigations into the
matter.
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6. FotaII Hotel /
National Technical Training Centre

|

A new Board of Directors have been appointed for the Football Hotel compris- ey ]
ing of some members of the Executive Committee, a representative of regional

football and experts in the areas of banking and hospitality industry. The Board

meets regularly.

The Hotel has been operational for over a year now and while it is helping in the
accommodation of our various National Teams.

Y —
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7. TH BIA FOOTBALL FEDERATI

DAI AR ND TUE VEADC. N1 A-ON1E- ON1E2- ANDNDON177
DHLH un IIMnL 1LAno. LUI‘I', cUIY, LUIU,RNU U L/

2014 2015 2016 2017

FIXED ASSETS GMD GMD GMD GMD
Tangibles (Property. Plant & Equipment) 31821641 | 51.383.822 [ 70.767.086 67.221.334

Fixed Deposit - 4,000,000

Current Assets

Bank and Cash Balances 137621 262,216 574,882 854,120
Staff Debtors 540,068 349189 363,348 406,139
Others (Club Fines Due to Federation) 15,000 574987 - 52,300

1,232,683 | 1,186,332 [ 338,230 1,312,553
Total Assets 33,114,330 96,370,214 71,700,316 68,534,492

Bank Dverdrat 66894]  N38SI| )3 | 290683
Creditors 894461 | 1043718 | 197378 | 3579073
Audit Fee B5250]  86.50

2208805 | 1243817| 2/08836| 3,819,756

Accumulated Fund 10,646,943 7,610,371 | 13.043]33 13,281,348
FIFA Capital Grant 0251180 | 37715426 | 56,551347 [ 51432788
30,897,725 | 55,326,397 | 63,586,480 | 64,714,736

Total Equity & Reserves 33,114,330 96,070,214 71,705,316 68,034,492

At the time of coming to office in 2014, the Total Assets of The Gambia Football Federation
amounted to D33.114 Million. As at the 31st December 2017, the GFF Total Assets totals
DG8.334 Million. This represents an increase of D33.420 Million or 107%.
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GFF HOUSE. KANIFING EAST LAYOUT, P.0.BOX 523 BANJUL.
EMAIL: INFORGAMBIAFF.ORG, WEBSITE: WWW.GAMBIAFF.ORG.



